NORTH FORELAND REGIONAL BADMINTON ASSOCIATION

It is hoped that these informal notes will help potential member clubs or new officials.

The N.F.R.B.A. is the local controlling body for badminton in the area of Kent to the northeast of a line roughly running through Faversham, Canterbury and Dover - there is no specific geographical boundary.

The main responsibilities of the Association are the organisation of the local badminton league, the holding of special tournaments and the provision of coaching. We also represent local views to the Kent and national badminton organisations. All of our activities are restricted to clubs affiliated to Kent.

The badminton 'season' runs from September to April - many clubs close down during the summer although there are some ‘summer clubs’. It is usual for new clubs to join during this summer close season - applications being dealt with if possible at the AGM, which is held around May/June (although later applications are not a problem).

During July clubs are required to submit details of the numbers of teams they intend entering in the league in the following season. Though this is not an essential part of membership most clubs do in fact enter league teams. Various senior and junior leagues are organised including the standard mixed/mens/ladies doubles. Over recent years a variety of formats have been introduced such as a composite league involving all types of doubles play and the traditional structure of home and away matches has also been varied.
In September the Association holds a Fixture Meeting at which the league structure is formally issued and dates for fixtures finalised (many fixtures are arranged beforehand by phone).

Full details of our organisation are contained in the formal Rules but essentially membership entails:

1.
Being affiliated to Kent. (and the national badminton body) - currently the annual fee is around £13 per senior member.
2.
Paying the N.F.R.B.A. annual fee - currently £3.25 per league team (£1.50 for junior teams) – minimum £3.25/£1.50.

3.
Playing league fixtures in a hall approved by the N.F.R.B.A. committee.

4.
Having at least 4 court hours available for senior matches (depending on the number of courts).

5.
Using only feathered shuttles for league matches.

We try to place new teams in the divisions appropriate for their standard. For new clubs we try to arrange for some initial contact with existing clubs so that playing strengths can be assessed.

Current information and contacts can be found via our website:
www.nfrba.co.uk

D. Gardner
Hon. Secretary
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