NORTH FORELAND REGIONAL BADMINTON ASSOCIATION

Herne Bay (01227) 374919
72 Clarendon Street,

davehbgardner@yahoo.co.uk
Herne Bay,
Kent.  CT6 8LY

1 September, 2011
To:
All Club Secretaries

  and NFRBA Committee Members

The original AGM arrangements were cancelled due to the sudden death of our Chairman, Peter Bennett.

The meeting has now been re-arranged and notice is hereby given that the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Association will be held on Tuesday 20th September 2011 at Pfizers Sports & Social Centre, Sandwich commencing at 7.00pm.

Last year’s minutes were issued before but I will send a further copy soon together with some other reports and the agenda.
Your attention is drawn to the following points:

Item 4 – Presentation of Trophies. Please ensure that there is a representative present to receive trophies on behalf of winning league teams – it’s rather unsatisfactory to announce league winners and then find a lack of response! If you really cannot come then at least please let me know.
Item 6 – The current team fees (£3.25 and £1.50) have been in place since 1987/88. While we have no aim to build up excessive funds we do need some leeway to allow some small support for such initiatives as coaching. The Committee recommend that we raise these fees to £5 for senior teams and £2.50 for juniors.
Item 7 – It was suggested at the last AGM that we think about introducing an over-riding midnight time-limit for league matches. This is a discussion item.

The effect of the ‘points fine’ agreed last year can be seen on the league tables. One important idea behind this rule was to try to avoid financial loss when a match is cancelled. One suggestion that has arisen is for ‘incomplete’ teams to make up the numbers by using any ineligible player(s) they can find – from their own club or elsewhere. Clearly the affected rubbers would be conceded but at least the match would take place. We would expect the opposition to be warned beforehand. As there should be no financial loss then the penalty points would not be applied. What do you think?

On the same subject – it has happened that a club has had several matches conceded by the same opposition at some considerable financial loss. How should we deal with situations such as this?

One annoyance which we could really do without is the need to keep chasing to get match results. While we probably cannot adopt the fines imposed in some sports perhaps we should automatically assume a score of a 9-0 or 6-0 defeat against teams who do not even inform us of the result, let alone submit a match card. Any views?

Rally Point is now the only system in the Laws of the game – the option to retain the old system is no longer available – so any debate on making the change is now overtaken by events. It is worth considering the likely effects. Using the formal system is reckoned to reduce the average match time by a quarter or a third. This should enable clubs to save on hall hire costs either by reducing the hours needed or by ‘doubling up’ on matches. On the other hand players may object to paying the same match fees for less play. Once things have settled down we may need to revisit our ‘minimum hours’ rules.

Item 9 - Tournaments – we want to encourage a wider participation in local badminton – especially in our own events. Our insurance allows us to have non-club (indeed non-affiliated) players entering our tournaments and this is something we wish to pursue.
I look forward to seeing a representative of every club at the meeting – please do your best to attend.

One final point – much of the match secretary’s work is achieved via phone or email now but you might find the AGM a useful occasion to swap information or pass items to Kathy.

Yours sincerely, 







Dave Gardner, Hon. Secretary

David








