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Herne Bay 374919
72 Clarendon Street,

davehbgardner@yahoo.co.uk
Herne Bay,
Kent.  CT6 8LY


12 February, 2008
To:
All Club Secretaries

  and NFRBA Committee Members


The Annual General Meeting of the N.F.R.B.A. will be held on Tuesday 1st July 2008 at Pfizers Sports and Social Centre, Sandwich.
Formal notice will be issued nearer the date and I should like to remind you that any proposals for changes to the Rules of the Association have to be circulated at that time. In order for this to be achieved any such proposals should be sent to me by the beginning of April. This also applies to any discussion items that you might wish to have listed in the AGM Agenda. Due to my holiday arrangements it might be necessary for late additions to be made to the documents – sorry about that!
At last year’s AGM it was decided (on a very close vote) not to introduce the new rally point scoring in the senior league for this season. As last year there seems to be no external pressure to adopt RPS though all junior play and all Kent level senior events will use the new system. We have been using RPS at our senior tournaments this year and this has been successful. Most other regions in Kent are using RPS. It will be on the agenda again this year so please work out how your club will vote. Have you tried the system out on club nights? Please do so if you can and ensure that the vote at the AGM reflects the views of your members, not just that of the person voting at the meeting.

You may already be aware of an Inter-Schools Games event which will reach conclusion in June. The badminton finals will take place at the University on Thursday 26th June (all day) administered by James Woodland (Development Officer). The event involves U13 and U15 boys and girls and James is asking for anyone who might be available on the day to help with scoring (RPS of course). Please let James (jameswoodland@badmintonengland.co.uk) know of any volunteers. Events like these are enjoyable to attend - very worthwhile - so please encourage interest.
We are moving forward with encouraging junior badminton. Brian Simpson is doing great work in coaching in Thanet with the idea of building up a group of schools who can play each other and then move on into the league (we hope). The new Crusader Club in Canterbury is developing well and Kings Juniors is also growing. The other clubs in our Junior League are doing well, some with few vacancies, and in some cases have been taking a second team to matches to give more players the experience of match play. We are considering holding a ‘taster’ event in the Canterbury area to encourage more players to take up the sport.
Entry forms for the last N.F.R.B.A. tournament of the season - the Spring American - have been issued as have those for the Junior KnockOut. Please circulate the forms around your club and encourage a good response. The Junior event is open to all Kent juniors and tends to attract the stronger players.

As usual the league trophies will be presented at the AGM. Please make certain that any trophies held by your club are returned in time for this to be done and that representatives of winning teams attend. It would be very helpful to have trophies back early enough to be engraved with this year’s winners before the AGM. Reminder - trophies were issued to:

Premier

Pfizers

Mixed 1

The Kings

Mixed 2

Minster

Mixed 3

not available - not returned by Phoenix!

Mens 1

Invicta/Pilgrims

Mens 2

not available - not returned by Invicta/Pilgrims!

Mens 3

Westgate

East Kent

Invicta/Pilgrims

Juniors

Pfizers
We hope to have proper trophies for Ladies-4 and Composite leagues this year.


Both Senior and Junior Inter-Regional Events are being held locally at the University again this year:

Seniors

Saturday 5th April

Juniors

Sunday 6th April

These events feature teams from the eight or so regions in Kent and include both singles and doubles matches. There should be some very good quality badminton on view on both days – starting around 10.00am. Please make sure that your club members know of these events and if possible turn up to support the North Foreland teams. Let us know if you have players in your club who you think should be considered for our teams.
We recently introduced an annual ‘Junior Player of the Year’ award to encourage outstanding juniors. The idea is to recognise not only outstanding play but also perhaps a greatly improved player or, particularly, someone who encourages and helps others in the club. Although this is primarily aimed at junior clubs we do not exclude juniors from senior clubs. Please let us have your nominations for this award, in writing, before 1st April. The nominee must be under 18 on 1st January 2008. The award will provide support for the player's badminton activities. It has been decided that those who have already benefited should not be eligible again this year.

Please make a note in your diary to ensure that your club is represented at the meeting.

Some of you will no doubt have noticed the item in a recent KM paper reporting the success of some local players in tournaments (thanks to Anne Newman) and we hope to expand this in future. Let us know if there is anyone in your club who could produce reports on your matches etc.
Yours sincerely,

David

Dave Gardner,
Hon. Secretary







